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divided by his religious duties: the midday prayer, the
evening, the dusk, and the late prayers. He fasts punctili-
ously in Ramadhan, the fasting month, and nearly every
year he makes a pilgrimage to Mecca. Readers of the Koran
chant in the corridors of the Palace between the dusk prayers
and dinner. They sit concealed in the shadows of archways,
a little distant from the King's own sitting-place, so that
their voices come softly to him like sustained notes on a
distant organ.

His Majesty is a descendant, through Adnan, of Ishmael
the son of Abraham, and he has thirty-one sons and about
the same number of daughters. He is an ardent conversa-
tionalist and an indefatigable inquirer. Visitors of low and
high degree are brought to the King for his interrogation.
His advisers must seek out the answer to questions to which
no answer is immediately found. Gazetteers and encyclo-
paedias are in constant use in the Palace offices. There is
no newspaper in Riyadh, but the wireless news from many
quarters is read out to the King twice daily. As for his
judgment and perspicacity, his men say of him that he is
the "sleuth of all the sleuths on earth, swifter than the
lightning in the sky."

While we talked the coffee-servers were at work. In the
presence of the King coffee is always offered to him first, but
elsewhere, unless the guest is in the employ of the host, the
coffee is given to the guest first. If he is of about equal
standing or below the host in age or in position it is polite
to refuse to take it and to wave the server to the host. For
this display of modesty the guest will receive nothing but
approval from the bystanders. The Arabs like to see such
politeness, and it is considered particularly admirable in a
foreigner with an assured position.

The Persians in former days had a rigid etiquette, and
departure from the perquisite of rank was considered tanta-
mount to admission of inferiority or of diplomatic defeat*
In this regard for modesty the Arabs are very different from
the old Persians. If they appear to be immodest in their
claims it will be found to be owing to lack of knowledge aod